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New methodology for early stopping of observational epidemiologic studies is 
developed.  To indicate likelihood of a positive result at the end of a study, the 
conditional power (CP) is calculated using an approach similar to that of Halperin et al.  
Given the current result, the conditional probability of a positive result for the entire 
study is determined.  An expression relating the new approach to an approach given by 
Lan and Wittes is derived.  As an example, the CP is calculated based on information 
from the first third of a matched case-control study embedded in an epidemiological 
study. 
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